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KICHAED HOUGH, PKOVINCIAL COUNCILLOR 

BY OLIVER HOUGH. 
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Of Richard 
Hough's hirth, 
parentage, and 
early life we 
know, at present, very little. Before coming to Pennsylvania 
he lived in Macclesfield, in the county of Chester, England, 
and it is said that the remains of several preceding generations 
of his family lie in All Hallows (now St. Michael's) Church 
in that town. The name of Hough is indigenous to Ches- 
hire, and in the seventeenth century several families bearing 
it were living in Macclesfield Hundred. His only relative of 
the name of whom we know anything is his brother, John 
Hough, of Macclesfield, who, in 1691, bought of William 
Penn three hundred and seventy-five acres of land in Penn- 
sylvania, " towards the Susquehanna river clear of Indian 
incumbrance," and in 1694 conveyed three-fifths of it to 
Richard, who was then in Pennsylvania. 1 

Richard Hough arrived in Pennsylvania, in tbe ship 
" Endeavor," of London, Seventh month 29, 1683, bringing 
with him four servants or dependants : Erancis Hough 
(probably a younger brother or nephew), who was to serve 
two years and to have fifty acres of land at the expiration 
of his term ; 2 Thomas Wood (or Woodhouse) and Mary his 

1 It has been surmised by several investigators that the John Hough, of 
Hough, in Cheshire, who came to Pennsylvania in Ninth month, 1683, 
in the ship " Friendship," of Liverpool, with his wife Hannah and son 
John, was a brother of Eichard Hough, but this supposition is disproved 
by the deeds for this land, showing Eichard's brother John to have 
been living in Macclesfield in 1691 and 1694, at which dates the John 
Hough above mentioned was in Pennsylvania. 

1 In 1703, when Buckingham Township was erected, Francis Hough 
had two hundred and fifty-six acres there, originally laid out for two 
hundred acres. 



Richard Hough, Provincial Councillor. 21 

wife, to serve respectively five and four years, and each to 
have fifty acres ; and James Sutton, to serve four years, and 
to have three pounds five shillings per annum and fifty 
acres of land when his time was finished. 

He went directly to Bucks County, where he took up two 
tracts of land, hoth fronting on the Delaware River; one 
about two miles below the site of Yardley, and the other next 
to the Proprietary's Manor of Highlands. On Holme's map 
the county is divided into townships, and though no names 
are given them on it, they were called, before its publication 
in 1684, by the names afterwards confirmed, together with 
nearly the same boundaries, by the jury of 1692. Richard 
Hough's two tracts were in Makefield Township, and both 
on the township line, the boundary of the upper one form- 
ing the line between Makefield and the Manor of Highlands, 
while that of th'e lower was coincident with the line between 
Makefield and Falls. Richard Hough's land being in such 
a conspicuous position, geographically, in the township, may 
have been the cause of its getting the name of Makefield, 
which is generally accepted to be a corruption of Maccles- 
field. The upper tract ran back from the river about a mile 
and three-quarters, with a width of about half a mile, and 
covered the site of the present Taylorsville. At the first 
survey a highway was laid out between it and the Manor of 
Highlands, on the township line ; this highway is mentioned 
in a deed of 1688, when Richard Hough sold two hundred 
and fifty acres of this land, and it is still in use, being now 
the road from Taylorsville to Eagle. 1 The warrant for this 

1 On Holme's map, the stream now called Hough's Creek is made to 
rise in the Manor of Highlands and flow through the lands of Eichard 
Hough, Henry Baker, and Joseph Milnor, emptying into the Delaware 
on the line between the latter and Daniel Milnor. Davis, in his " His- 
tory of Bucks County," takes this map as authority that Eichard Hough 
and Henry Baker took up land along the creek, and remarks that it was 
first called Baker's Creek, then Musgrave's, and finally Hough's Creek, 
after Eichard Hough. Holme's map is easily shown to be wrong by a 
comparison with recent maps made from the latest surveys. Hough's 
Creek rises in Wrightstown Township, and its general direction is nearly 
at right angles to the line of the Delaware, while on Holme's map it is 
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land is dated September 20, 1685, and the patent July 30, 
1687 ; the latter, copied in the Doylestown deed-books, de- 
scribes it as " five hundred acres next Henry Baker on the 
Delaware River,?' and the warrant called for the same 
amount ; but, as usually occurred, the original survey laid off 
an area that was afterwards found to be considerably in ex- 
cess of the amount called for, containing over six hundred 
acres. 

The lower tract extended inland nearly three miles and 
was about a quarter of a mile broad ; on Holme's map its 
lower line constitutes the township boundary, but when the 
official division was made, in 1692, this boundary was not 
followed, and the line between Makefield and Falls was run 
along the upper side of John Woods's land, a mile farther 
down the river, just above where Morrisville is now, as it 
remains to the present day. Here Richard Hough made his 
home and built a stone house, one of the few early ones in 
the county, only the most pretentious being built of that 
material. The stone used, no doubt, came from Richard 
Hough's own land. James Logan wrote to Phineas Pem- 
berton, about 1700, that William Penn had ordered a mem- 
orandum to be entered in the laud-office, " that ye great 

drawn at an angle of about forty-five degrees near the confluence, and 
farther inland is made to turn so as to be nearly parallel to the river. 
The map of the present day also shows that the highway separating 
Richard Hough's land from the Manor of Highlands (now the Taylors- 
ville and Eagle road) is nearly parallel to the line of direction of 
Hough's Creek and at an average distance of about a mile from it, which 
would place the creek not only below Richard Hough's tract, but below 
Henry Baker's. " B. W.," writing in one of the Bucks County news- 
papers shortly after the publication of Davis's History, calls attention 
to this mistake of Holme's, and cites early deeds to prove that the creek 
ran mainly through the two Milnor tracts, which were next below 
Henry Baker's, and that it emptied into the Delaware a little below the 
Milnor tracts instead of on the line between them. The same writer also 
questions Davis's statement as to its name, the deeds calling it Milnor's 
Creek ; he thinks that it was not called Hough's Creek until a much 
later date, when, in 1791, Oliver Hough became one of the largest land- 
holders on its banks, and that it was so named for him, and not for his 
great-grandfather Richard. 
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quarry in Richard Hough's and Abel Janney's lands be re- 
served when they come to be confirmed, being for ye public 
good of the county." Tradition asserts that the house was 
near a spring, most likely at the foot of the rising ground, 
some distance from the river. On this place lived six gen- 
erations of the eldest male branch of the family, part of it 
having remained in their possession till about 1850, when 
they removed to Ewing Township, Mercer County, New 
Jersey. 

Eichard Hough took an active part in all the affairs of the 
early days of the county, political, social, and religious. He 
belonged to the Falls Meeting of the Society of Friends, his 
attainments and character giving him an important place in 
its proceedings. Before the Falls Meeting-House, the first 
in the county, was built, in 1690, his house was one of the 
meeting places, and the Bucks County Quarterly Meeting 
continued to be held there and in the houses of William Biles, 
Nicholas "Wain, and others, until 1696. When William 
Penn lived at Pennsbury he attended Falls Meeting, and its 
minutes have, under date Eighth month 1, 1701, " The 
Governor being present, a member of this meeting ac- 
quainted us of his intention to depart for England in a short 
time. It was therefore agreed that Phineas Pemberton, Jo- 
seph Kirkbride, Richard Hough, and Samuel Dark draw up 
a certificate concerning him to be in readiness against this 
day week." 

Richard Hough's marriage to Margery Clows, First month 
17, 1683/4, is the first one on the Falls records. 1 Asso- 
ciated with him in the concerns of the meeting, as well as 
in the direction of the affairs of the county, were Phineas 
Pemberton, Thomas Janney, William Yardley, William 
Biles, Nicholas Wain, Joseph Kirkbride, and a few others 
who in private life were his friends, though some of them, 
like William Biles, differed from him in provincial politics. 
Phineas Pemberton and William Yardley generally held the 
same political opinions as Richard Hough. 

1 All dates in this article are old style. 
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Richard Hough was one of the commission or jury that 
made the first official division of Bucks County. Although 
Holme's map, as before stated, represents the whole settle- 
ment laid off in townships, and the several districts had 
been given names and limits for convenience of county offi- 
cers and others, the limits of the counties themselves were 
not defined until April 1, 1685, when the Provincial Coun- 
cil fixed their boundaries, and no official division of Bucks 
County was made until 1692. At the September term in 
this year the County Court appointed Arthur Cook, Joseph 
Growdon, John Cook, Thomas Janney, Eichard Hough, 
Henry Baker, Phineas Pemberton, Joshua Hoopes, William 
Biles, Nicholas Wain, Edmund Lovet, Abraham Cox, and 
James Boyden a jury to effect the division, and directed 
them to meet at the Neshaminy Meeting-House in Middle- 
town on September 27. They specified the boundaries of 
five townships, following more or less the lines of Holme's 
map, and called them Makefield, "the township at the 
falls" (Falls), Buckingham (now Bristol), Salem (Bensalem), 
and Middletown. The jury also designated two townships 
in the less settled part, without giving them definite boun- 
daries, one to be composed of the districts known as New- 
town and Wrightstown, and the other to include Southamp- 
ton and Warminster and the lands adjoining them ; these 
names had all been in use before the division. 

Richard Hough began early to engage in public affairs, 
and for many years took an active part in the government 
of the province. He represented Bucks County in the Pro- 
vincial Assembly in 1684, 1688, 1690, 1697, 1700 (new 
Assembly elected in October), 1703, and 1704; he was 
a member of the Provincial Council in 1693 and 1700. 
His first two terms in the House, in 1684 and 1688, were 
rather uneventful ; in these early years of Penn's rule, with 
the exception of a few misunderstandings between the 
Council and the Assembly, as there was in 1688, and trouble 
caused by dissatisfied individuals, the sessions were occupied 
by passing and amending laws and other routine work. 
After Richard Hough's second term (1688) came Governor 
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Blackwell's administration with its somewhat stormy scenes; 
but when Richard Hough again returned to the House in 
1690, the government had regained most of its serenity. 
But in the next two years, during which Richard Hough 
was not connected with the Legislature, trouble arose between 
the province (or upper counties) and the territories (or three 
lower counties), and continued with such bitterness that the 
Council of 1692 was split in two, with T. Lloyd president 
for the province and Markham for the territories. The 
Council of 1693, as a member of which Richard Hough next 
appeared in public life, came on the scene in the midst of 
very unsettled times ; the dissensions of the past two years 
were still rampant, while hardly had the Council begun its 
administration when it was deposed by the arrival of Gov- 
ernor Fletcher, with his commission from the Crown to 
assume Penn's government, and supplanted by a new Coun- 
cil appointed by him. 1 This appointing his own Council, 

1 All historians appear to assume that the Council of 1692 was con- 
ducting the affairs of the province up to the time that Benjamin Fletcher 
came as governor under the Crown. There is some evidence, however, 
to warrant the conclusion that a new Council had been organized under 
the Proprietary rule for the year 1693, as was usual at the beginning of 
each year, in compliance with the law. In the first place, so far as is 
known, no notice of the change in the government had been sent to the 
Proprietary's representatives until Governor Fletcher, on April 19, wrote 
to Thomas Lloyd, who received the letter on the 23d, over a month 
after the regular time for holding elections ; this being the case, elections 
would have been held at the usual date, March 10, and, the prescribed 
time for the first meeting of the Council being ten days after the election, 
the new members would have qualified and taken their seats, and the 
Council of 1693 would have been in session several weeks before Fletcher's 
arrival on April 26. Some published lists of members of Council give 
Richard Hough as a member in 1692, but such fragments of the minutes 
as remain show that the three Bucks County members for that year were 
Arthur Cook, Joseph Growdon, and William Biles ; Arthur Cook's term 
expired with the year 1692, and the fact that his name is not on the ad- 
dress to Fletcher is good evidence that he was no longer a member, as he 
was a supporter of the Proprietary. Richard Hough must then have 
been the new member for 1693. The elections, therefore, no doubt took 
place at the usual time, and, if so, there were two Councils for the year 
1693, one under the Proprietary's rule and one appointed by Fletcher. 
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ignoring the one already elected, and his further action in 
calling for the election and convening of a new Assembly 
without regard to the existing law as to its time of meeting, 
number of members, etc., brought a remonstrance from the 
former Council, seven of them, on April 29, drawing up and 
presenting to the new governor an address desiring him to 
convene the legislative power by no other method than that 
prescribed by the laws of the province already enacted, and 
reminding him that his instructions from the king and queen 
directed him to rule according to the said laws. The signers 
to this address were Joseph Growdon, John Bristow, John 
Delavall, John Simcock, Hugh Roberts, Samuel Lewis (or 
Levis), and Richard Hough, all strong supporters of the 
Proprietary. The governor, by advice of his Council, re- 
turned no answer to this address, but continued on his 
course ; after this Penn's adherents took very little part in 
the affairs of government until his restoration in 1694, many 
of them refusing to serve under Fletcher as magistrates or to 
continue in offices they already held. Richard Hough held 
no office under Fletcher's government, although from a paper 
dated March 14, 1693/4, certifying to the election of As- 
semblymen from Bucks County, he seems to have had some- 
thing to do with conducting the election of that year. 

Richard Hough's next appearance in the Assembly was 
in 1697 ; "William Markham was now governor under Penn, 
and most of the old laws had been restored. This session 
of the General Assembly was taken up with the considera- 
tion of a letter from Governor Fletcher, of New York, ask- 
ing for money and men for the defence of that province. 
The matter was referred to a joint committee of both 
branches of the Legislature, of which Richard Hough was a 
member from the Assembly; its report was adverse to Gov- 
ernor Fletcher's demand. The meeting of the General 
Assembly in 1699, when Richard Hough was again a mem- 
ber of the House, was largely devoted to the consideration 

The session of the former was certainly quite short, its authority coming 
to an end when Fletcher's Council was organized, the protest to the new 
governor heing probably its last action. 
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of piracy, which at this time had become a great menace to 
the province, and measures were adopted for its suppression. 
On May 15, Richard Hough was appointed one of a commit- 
tee " to inspect into the Account of Charges which have 
accrued upon occasion of the Privateers plundering the town 
of Lewes;" this committee reported that the account ought 
to be allowed as a provincial charge. The action taken at 
this session, however, was not sufficient, and on Eleventh 
month 25 a second session of the same Assembly began and 
more stringent laws were passed against piracy and illegal 
trade ; in these proceedings Richard Hough took quite an 
active part. In 1700 he was elected a member of the Coun- 
cil for one year, but his term did not last so long, for Penn, 
arriving in the province in the early part of the year, pro- 
ceeded to reorganize the whole Legislature ; on May 3 the 
old charter was given up, and the next month Penn appointed 
his own Council ; he dissolved the Assembly on Fourth 
month 8 and ordered an entire new one to be elected ; this 
met at New Castle on October 14, which thereafter was the 
regular date of meeting instead of May 10, as formerly. 
Richard Hough was elected to this new Assembly. On 
October 16, Robert French, Isaac Norris, John Brinkloe, 
John Hill, Richard Hough, and Nathaniel Newlin were ap- 
pointed a committee to draw up a new frame of government ; 
on the 18th they reported that they had drawn up a rough 
draft of several heads, which was read ; on November 13 
the heads of the new frame were read for the first time and 
passed ; they were read a second time on the 25th and again 
passed; two days later the Assembly was dissolved. A 
second session met on Sixth month 1, 1701, which lasted 
five days. In 1701, Richard Hough was not a candidate, but 
had a hand in conducting the election. 1 In 1703, Richard 

1 The following is one of a number of similar papers in possession of 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and may be of interest as show- 
ing the form of certificate of election of that day : 

" This Indenture made the ffourth day of September Afinoq" : dom 1701 
Between Joseph Kirkbride, Jonathan Scaife Richard Hough Samuell 
Darke and Jeremiah Langhorne ffreemen of 
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Hough was again returned to the Assembly, but wbat part 
he took in its transactions this year, and whether he was 
conspicuous in the strife between the Church of England 
party and the Society of Friends, cannot be told, as the 
minutes for this period are lost. 

Richard Hougb was re-elected in 1704, and was one of the 
few supporters of the Proprietary in that year's Assembly. 
The animosity between the Proprietary's adherents and his 
opponents, which had long been an undercurrent in politics, 
now broke forth with full violence, and the country became 
distinctly divided into two parties, the Proprietary and the 
Popular. The former, led by Governor Evans and James 
Logan, and supported by many prominent members of the 
Society of Friends and other men of note in the province, 
was often called, from the character of its members and its 
principles, the aristocratic party ; with this party, Richard 
Hough, always a strong adherent of Penn, and, as a large 
landholder, in accord with its aims, allied himself. How far 
Richard Hough opposed the democratic tendency of the 
Popular party, and how far he was in sympathy with those 
members of his party who certainly desired the establish- 
ment of many of the aristocratic forms of the mother coun- 

The County of Bucks And province of Pensilvania of The one part and 
Samuell Beaks High Shreiffe of the sd County of Bucks of the other 
part Witnesseth That According to a Writt Baring date the 23 d day of 
August Last past To the sd shrieffe derected &c : That wee did meet at 
the usuall place of meetting in the sd County And Then and there did 
ffreely Elect & Chose Joseph Growdon John Swift Joshua Hoopes and 
William Paxson X To be our Representatives To Serve in Assembly Gen- 
eral for the sd provence And To Give Theire Attendance at the Toune 
of Philadelphia The 15 th day of This Instant Septemb' : According To 
the apoyntm' of the Affore sd Writt In Witness Where of wee the sd 
Shrieffe and ffree men have here unto sett our hands & seales The day 
And Year ffirst above Written 

"Sam" Beaks Shrieffe [seal] 
"Joseph Kiekbbide [seal] 

"Jonathan Scaife [seal] 

"Richaed Hough [seal] 

"Sam Daeke [seal] 

"Jeremiah Langhoene [seal]" 
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try, he has left no record ; the language of some of the land 
patents intimates that Penn. himself favored the holding of 
land in some sort of feudal tenure, and Richard Hough 
seems to have believed, to a great extent, in primogeniture, 
a belief which developed itself in several generations of his 
descendants. He was one of those relied on by the party to 
look after its interests in the Assembly, where it was very 
much in the minority, David Lloyd, the Speaker of that 
body, being the leader of the opposition. But his oppor- 
tunity to serve his party was of brief duration ; the Assem- 
bly, in the midst of a severe struggle with the governor, 
adjourned on November 14, and when it again met on May 4, 
1705, his death was announced. That of Peter Worrall, 
another member from Bucks County, was reported the same 
day; on the 10th it was decided to have their places filled, 
and the next day three members of the Assembly announced 
their decease to Governor Evans before the Council, and re- 
quested him to issue writs for the election of their successors, 
which was done ; on the 21st, Joshua Hoopes and Samuel 
Beakes presented themselves " to serve this Assembly for 
Bucks County, in the Room of Peter Worral, and Richard 
Hough, deceased." Some idea of the situation at this time 
and the esteem in which Richard Hough was held by his 
associates may be gathered from the following extracts from 
the Penn and Logan correspondence shortly after his death. 
Logan wrote (Philadelphia, Second month 5, 1705) to Penn, 
" I know not what the advancing season, that stirs up hu- 
mors as certainly in men as in vegetables, may produce, but 
this past winter we have, as I said in my last, been very 
quiet, tho' I expect but little good from the present repre- 
sentatives till another election, — the honest being so much 
out-voted by the men of deep designs or shallow sense, the 
others' properties. Richard Hough, one of the best in the 
House, was about three weeks ago, unfortunately overset in 
a wherry, coming down the river, and, with two other per- 
sons, lost his life ; the rest were saved. He is much lamented 
by all that knew him, and understand the value of a good 
man." "William Penn wrote in reply (London, Seventh 
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month 14, 1705), "I lament the loss of honest Richard 
Hough. Such men must needs be wanted where selfishness 
and forgetfulness of God's mercies so much abound." 

Logan wrote to Penn again on this subject (Fifth month 
4, 1705), and after describing the well-known dispute between 
Governor Evans and William Biles (who, though a neighbor 
in the country and an intimate friend of Richard Hough's, 

was his political enemy), continues, " yet he" [William 

Biles] "very much influences that debauched County of 
Bucks, in which there is now scarce any one man of worth 
left. Phineas," [Pemberton] "its father, and honest 
Richard Hough, being gone, but Samuel Carpenter, I 
suppose, will be prevailed to stand for it next election, 
whose interest, joined with Joseph Growdon and Jer. Laug- 
horne, which two last were the only that stood for thee of 
that place the last Assembly, 'tis hoped will be able to carry 
it, but we have the least hopes there of any part of the 
Government." 

Richard Hough held some other public offices; he was 
one of the justices for Bucks County. 1 In 1700, William 
Penn appointed Phineas Pemberton, William Biles, and 
Richard Hough a " Court of Inquiry," to investigate the 
state of his affairs in the province. 

He was drowned in the Delaware River, March 25, 1705, 
on his way from his home to Philadelphia. By his will, 2 
dated May 1, 1704, he disposed of his property in the fol- 
lowing manner : One-half the plantation on which he lived, 
together with the stone house and out-buildings, to his wife 
Margery, during her life ; the other half to his eldest son, 
Richard, when he reached the age of twenty-one years ; after 
his wife's death, the whole plantation, consisting of four hun- 

1 Though his name ia not on the list published in the " Pennsylvania 
Archives," this is attested by the probate to the will of William Yard- 
ley, 1702/3, in Philadelphia, Will-Book B, which has, "Then appeared 
before me, Bichard Hough, one of the justices of the peace for the 
County of Bucks," etc. 

' Admitted to probate June 11, 1705 ; registered, Philadelphia, Will- 
Book B, p. 439. 
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dred and odd acres, to go to his son Richard. To his second 
son, John, he left his land " lying betwixt Samuel Baker's and 
Governor Penn's Manor of Highlands which is about three 
hundred and fifty acres." To his youngest son, Joseph, his 
land "lying at Neshamine Creek betwixt Randal Blaek- 
shaw's and John Gray's, which is about five hundred and 
seventy odd acres." His daughters Mary and Sarah were 
given their portions in money. He ordered his land next to 
John Palmer's, about two hundred and seventy-odd acres, 
and his land in Buckingham, adjoining Daniel Jackson, four 
hundred and seventy-five acres, to be sold. He made his 
wife Margery and son Richard residuary legatees, and ap- 
pointed them, with his "friend and brother," 1 William 
Biles, the executors. The witnesses were Jacob Janney and 
Abel Janney. This will disposes of over two thousand acres 
of land, all in Bucks County. Of the five tracts mentioned, 
two have been already described : the home plantation, which 
went to Richard, Jr., and John's portion, next to the Manor 
of Highlands. The latter, at the date of the will, was only 
three hundred and fifty acres, Richard having sold two hun- 
dred and fifty acres of it in 1688. The tract on the 'Ne- 
shaminy, left to the youngest son, Joseph (as five hundred 
and seventy-odd acres), was one first taken up by John 
Clows, Richard Hough's father-in-law, as five hundred acres, 
and after John Clows's death purchased from his heirs by 
Richard Hough. In after-years, when Joseph had gone there 
to live, it was found to be over eight hundred and forty 
acres. It was in Warwick Township when that was erected, 
and is now partly included in Doylestown Township ; part of 
it (around Houghville) is still in possession of the family. 
The tract of two hundred and seventy-odd acres, next to 
John Palmer, was in Lower Makefield, near the home plan- 
tation, and was composed of several tracts bought about 
1694 from Abel Janney and others, part of the land origi- 

1 If this was anything more than a figure of speech, the relationship 
probably came about by William Biles having married Jane, widow of 
Thomas Atkinson and mother of William Atkinson, who had married 
Eichard Hough's daughter Mary. 
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nally granted to "William and Charles Biles. The land in 
Buckingham was that Richard Hough obtained in 1694 from 
his brother, John Hough, of Macclesfield, England, being 
three-fifths of the tract the latter bought from William Penn 
in 1691. John Hough's purchase was three hundred and 
seventy-five acres, but the land laid off to him was much 
more, as the resurvey in 1702 showed Richard's three-fifths 
of it to amount to four hundred and seventy-five acres ; this 
amount was confirmed to him after the resurvey by patent 
dated November 24, 1702, from the land commissioners, 
Edward Shippen, Griffith Owen, Thomas Story, and James 
Logan. These last two tracts were sold by his executors as 
he directed. 

Richard Hough married, First month 17, 1683/4, Margery 

Clows (b. ; d. 11, 30, 1720), daughter of John Clows (a 

large landholder in Bucks County, and member of the As- 
sembly) and Margery, his wife. 1 This was the first marriage 
under the control of the Falls Meeting. The minutes of 
the Monthly Meeting have the following concerning it : 
" Richard Hough and Margaret Clows, have again appeared 
in the meeting and do desire the meetings consent to take 

1 John Clows, of Gosworth, Cheshire, England, and Margery, his wife, 
came to Pennsylvania Seventh month 29, 1683, in the same ship with 
Eichard Hough, the " Endeavor," of London, with their children, Mar- 
gery, Rebecca, and William. They had been preceded by three of their 
children, John, Jr., Joseph, and Sarah, who came in the " Friends' Ad- 
venture," Seventh month 28, 1682. John Clows, the father, brought with 
him three servants : Samuel Hough (possibly a relative of Richard's, 
taking this as the only means of getting to America, as many other 
young men did at that time), Joseph Chorley, and John Richardson. 
The family settled in Makefield, where John Clows had land on the 
river front, between William Yardley and John Brock. He also had a 
tract inland on the Neshaminy, which has been mentioned as purchased 
by Richard Hough. John Clows represented Bucks County in the Assem- 
bly in 1683 and 1684. He died Seventh month 4, 1687, and his wife, 
Margery, Second month 2, 1698. Of their children, John, Jr., died Fifth 
month 5, 1683 ; Joseph married Elizabeth Pownall ; William married 
Sarah Hanfield ; Sarah married John Bainbridge, of the New Jersey 
family of that name ; Margery married Richard Hough ; and Rebecca 
married John Lambert, of Nottingham, West Jersey. 
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each other in marriage. And Friends ordered to make in- 
quiry do say that they find nothing, but they are both clear ; 
therefore the meeting doth leave them at liberty to proceed 
in marriage ; and doth order Thomas Janney and William 
Yardley to see the same orderly done and performed." ' 

They had five children : 2 

Mary, b. 6 mo. 1, 1685 ; d. November 11, 1720. M. April 
6, 1704, William Atkinson, of Bristol. 3 

Sarah, b. 4 mo. 7, 1690 ; d. . M. 1st, 4 mo. 23, 1708, 

Isaac Atkinson, brother of William; 8 2d, , Leonard 

Shallcross. 4 

Eichard, b. ; d. . M. 1st, , 1711/2, Hester 

1 The signatures on their marriage certificate were : 

Thomas Janney Samuel Overton Joseph Clows 

William Yardley Margery Clows John Clows 

Andrew Ellet Sarah Clows 

James Harrison Bebecca Clows 

William Beakes Ann Harrison 

George Stone Jane Yardley 

Eichard Bidgway Hannah Overton 

Phineas Pemberton Leddiah Wharnby 

John Brock Demarius Walley 

Luke Brindley 

William Beakes, Jr. 

Stephen Beakes 
1 The dates of birth of these children, given here, are from the records 
of Middletown Quarterly Meeting. That of Joseph is given differently 
by several other authorities. 

3 William and Isaac Atkinson were sons of Thomas Atkinson, a min- 
ister of the Society of Friends. The latter, with his wife and three sons, 
came to Pennsylvania in 1682, from Newby, in Yorkshire, England, and 
settled in Northampton Township, Bucks County ; these two sons went 
to live in Bristol. William served several terms as coroner of Bucks 
County, was a county commissioner and collector of excise, and common 
councilman in Bristol, and an elder of Falls Meeting. For a fuller 
account of this family and connections, see Penna. Mag., Vol. XI. 
pp. 310, 311, and 316. 

* Leonard Shallcross appears to have been married before, but the 
name of his first wife is not known to the writer, nor are the names of 
his parents ; he had a brother, John, who married Hannah Fletcher, 
Third month 29, 1710, under care of Abington Meeting, and lived in 
Oxford Township, Philadelphia County. 
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Brown ; 2d, 7 mo. 27, 1717, Deborah Gumley, of Philadel- 
phia. 1 

John, b. 7 mo. 18, 1693; d. . M. , 1718, Elizabeth 

Taylor. 2 

Joseph, b. 8 mo. 17, 1695 ; d. May 10, 1773. M. , 

Elizabeth "West. 

1 Probably the widow of John Gumley, of Philadelphia, letters of ad- 
ministration on whose estate were granted February 22, 1714, to his 
widow, Deborah Gumley. 

2 Elizabeth Taylor was daughter of Philip and Juliana Taylor. After 
the death of Philip Taylor, his land at Tacony, Philadelphia County, 
was sold by his children, most of them removing to Bucks County, where 
the family has long been wealthy and influential. The branch descended 
from Elizabeth's brother Benjamin were large landholders in Makefield, 
and gave the name to Taylorsville. 



